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NASA SATELLITE IMAGE PRODUCED BY UM LAB AVAILABLE ONLINE 
MISSOULA -
A University of Montana lab has produced the first image from NASA’s Terra 
environmental satellite that shows plant photosynthesis across the United States. The false- 
color image is available online at http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Newsroom/NewImages/ 
images. php3?img_id = 3332.
The image, produced by UM’s Numerical Terradynamic Simulation Group, shows 
gross primary production across the middle of North America for March 26-April 10. It 
illustrates where plants "inhaled" carbon dioxide and then used the carbon from photosynthesis 
to build new plant structures.
This new view of our planet came from the Moderate-resolution Imaging 
Spectroradiometer, an instrument onboard the Terra satellite whose software was written by 
UM scientists. Terra was launched into orbit Dec. 18.
The new gross primary production measurements will help scientists understand how 
the Earth’s landscapes change over time. They will refine computer models to simulate how 
the land biosphere influences the natural cycles of water, carbon and energy throughout the 
Earth system.
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